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- SIR to start in 12 states/UTs
~on Nov 4, wrap up in 3 mths

Not In Assam Due CLEANSING DRIVE: BJP; OPPN SEES PLOT

To Diff Criteria
For Citizenship

Bharti.Jain@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Election Commis-
sion on Monday ordered the
next leg of the special intensi-
verevision of electoral rolls—
a pan-India exercise covering

P EDIT: SIR, Please Note

> Summary revision in Assam
likely in absence of final SC
order on NRC, sources say

> UP, Chhattisgarh, Goa,
Gujarat, MP, Rajasthan,
Andaman & Nicobar and
Lakshadweep also in this phase

> Maharashtra, where SC has
ordered local polls by Jan 31,
2026, not in SIR list, but Kerala,
where local polls are being

discussed but not notified yet, is

> SIR won’t require residents
to submit any documents
during enumeration. Separate
box added to form to record
one’s own or parents’/
relative’s details from last SIR

> ‘Indicative’ list of documents
remains same as in Bihar.
Aadhaar only proof of identity
> TMC, DMK claim plot to delete
legit voters, BJP sees it as drive
to weed out illegal ones | P 8

adozen statesand Union terri-
tories, and 51 crore electors in
all. Enumeration for this pha-
se shall start on Nov 4 and the
final electoral roll, with Jan 1,
2026 as the qualifying date, be
published on Feb 7, 2026.

Four of the five states/UT
where assembly polls are due

in April-May next year —
West Bengal, Kerala, Tamil
Nadu and Puducherry — are
amongthel2that will witness
SIR over the next three
months. Assam, though also
poll-bound, isnot on that list.

Chief election commissio-
ner Gyanesh Kumar said As-

sam cannot be covered by the
same SIR norms applicable to
other states/UTs as the Citi-
zenship Act has an exclusive
provisionfor Assam—Section
6A — with differential criteria
for determining citizenship.

pContinuedonP 8

Bengal shuffles
527 bureaucrats
before revision

( n a day when EC announ-
ced nationwide SIR from
nextmonth, Bengal govttrans-
ferred 67 IAS and 460 state civil
services officers, report De-
bashis Konar & Kaushik
Pradhan. “The transfers were
routine,” a senior state officer
said, but officials acknowled-
ged that carrying out such a
reshuffle after SIR began wo-
uld have been “much more
complicated and difficult”.
Many of the transferred
officers were close to brea-
ching EC’s rule barring offi-
cials from holding the same
post for over three years.P8
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Raj fully prepared for special
summary revision drive: CEO

Times News NETWORK

Jaipur: Rajasthan chief elec-
toral officer Naveen Maha-
jan said Mon-
day Rajasthan
is fully prepa-
redforthe Spe-
cial Intensive
Revision (SIR)
of electoral
rolls, to be conducted from
Oct 28,2025, to Feb 7,2026. The
state is among 12 participa-
tinginthe second phase of na-
tional voterrollrevision exer-
cise. Mahajan said Rajasthan
has 5.48 crore registered vo-
ters, whose verification will be
carried out by 52,469 Booth Le-
vel Officers (BLOs).

“Of these, 2.61 crore voters
are above 40 years of age, with
nearly 77% mapping comple-
ted, while mapping of 2.88 cro-
re voters below 40 is under-
way,” he said.

Instructions have been issu-
ed todivisional commissioners,
district election officers (DE-

PROGRAMME
TIMELINE

» Oct 28 - Nov 3, 2025 |
Training and printing of
enumeration forms

» Nov 4 - DeC 4, 2025 | Door-to-

door distribution and collection
of enumeration forms

» Dec 9, 2025 | Publication of
draft electoral rolls

» Dec 9, 2025 - Jan 8, 2026 |
Period for filing claims and
objections

» DeC 9, 2025 - Jan 31, 2026 |
Hearing and verification phase

» Feb 7, 2026 | Publication of

the final electoral rolls

0s), and electoral registration
officers (EROs) for reorganisa-
tion of pollingstations, training
of BLOs and supervisors, coor-
dination with political parties,
media management, and awa-
reness campaigns to boost on-
line applications.

Mahajan said recognised
political parties will be briefed

on all aspects of the revision,
including BLA appointments
and the role of BLLA-2, to ensu-
re transparency and greater
participation. Awareness dri-
ves will also be organised in
schools, colleges, and pancha-
yats, with self-help groups and
Rajsakhis encouraging wo-
men voterstoregister. The ‘Bo-
ok a Call with BLO’ feature on
the Election Commission’s
ECINet app has seen encoura-
ging participation, with near-
ly 5,000 voters already using it
to connect with their BLOs.

All state electoral rolls ha-
ve been uploaded and the Ra-
jasthan CEQO’s website. Maha-
jan said family lineage map-
ping is being conducted to link
voters with family members
from previous rolls, reducing
the need for document verifi-
cation. “The Election Commis-
sion is committed to a transpa-
rent, inclusive revision process
ensuringevery eligible citizen’s
participation in democracy,”
Mahajan said.




SIR decision makes civic body
polls unlikely in state before Dec

Times NEws NETWORK

Jaipur: With the Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls in Rajasthan sche-
duled from Oct 28 till Feb 7 of
nextyear, the Bhajan Lal Shar-
ma govt’s repeated assurance
of completing urban local bo-
dy (ULB) elections before Dec
this year appears increasingly
unrealistic.

Chief Election Commis-
sioner Gyanesh Kumar Mon-
day announced that the SIR
will be conducted across12sta-
tes, including Rajasthan, as
part of a massive voter verifi-
cation and mapping exercise
involving lakhs of officials,
booth-level officers (BLOs),
and administrative staff.

Officials admit that the
magnitude of the SIR exercise
makes it nearly impossible to
prepare updated electoral rolls
in time for ULB polls this year.
“The revision process itself ta-
kes over three months, follo-
wed by a claims-and-objections
phase. Conducting ULB polls
before Dec, therefore, seems lo-
gistically unfeasible,” a senior
official from the election de-
partmentsaid.

Besides Sharma, assuran-
ces about holding ULB elec-
tions under the ‘One State, One
Election’ model before the end
of this year had also come from
minister of state for home Ja-
wahar Singh Bedam and urban
development and housing mi-
nister Jhabar Singh Kharra.

The SIR announcement now
makes it almost certain that the
Dec timeline for ULB elections
will be pushed further back, po-

litical insiders said.

TOI tried to contact both
Bedam and Kharra for com-
ments on this issue, but they
were unavailable.Political ob-
servers note that any delay in
civic elections could also im-
pact local governance and po-
litical dynamics in municipa-
lities where the tenure of elec-

ted bodies has already ended.
Reacting to the develop-
ment, Leader of Opposition Ti-
karam Jully accused the BJP
govt of deliberately delaying
ULB polls. “This is a direct at-
tack ondemocracy by the Shar-
ma govt. Hundreds of local bo-
diesare beingrun by the execu-
tive, in denial of people’s right

to elected representation,” he
said. He added that the Cong-
ress would challenge any delay
in holding the polls in court,
while questioning the Election
Commission’s decision to in-
clude Rajasthan in this phase
of the SIR exercise when As-
sembly elections in the state
aren’t due until 2028.



SIR TO BEGIN FOR
54.8MN VOTERS
IN RAJASTHAN
STARTING NOV 4

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

JAIPUR: Rajasthan with over 54¢&
crore electors has been declarec
by the Election Commission tc
be among 12 states in Indig
where the special intensive revi-
sion will begin from November
4,

CEC, Gyanesh Kumar made
the announcement on Monday
during a press conference in
New Delhi. “After the successful
conduction of SIR in Bihar, it i
going to be conducted in 1z
states and union territories
which will be the Phase 2 of SIH
process in the country, "he said

“The last SIR was held twc
decades ago. SIR will ensure nc
eligible elector is left out and nc
ineligible elector is included in
poll rolls,” Kumar added.

According to the details pro-
vided by the EC, Rajasthan cur-
rently comprises 5 crores 4¢
lakh 85 thousand electors across
52,490 polling booths.

There is also 97,873 political
party BLAs, 933 EROs or AERO:
across 41 districts.

For the SIR process, training
will be given since October 28 t¢
November 3 following which
BLOs will conduct the house tc
house enumeration process
from November 4 to December
4. The first draft electoral roll
will be published on December £
and the final one on February 7
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After Bihar, SIR next round from Nov 4

According to the EC, the exer-
cise will be carried out in the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands,
Chhattisgarh, Goa, Gujarat, Kerala,
Lakshadweep, Madhya Pradesh,
Puducherry, Rajasthan, Tamil
Nadu, Uttar Pradesh and West
Bengal. Assembly elections are
due in Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
Puducherry and West Bengal
early next year.

Inthe second phase, the EChas
expanded its indicative list of 11
documents that electors can sub-
mit to 13, adding Aadhaar and an
extract of the Bihar SIR roll. All
those born after July 1, 1987, would
be required to submit eligibility
documents for themselves as well
as their parents, The Bihar SIR roll
can be submitted as a proof of
electors’ parents. Aadhaar can be
submitted as a proof of identity,
and not citizenship, the EC said.

Monday's announcement fol-
lows the EC's order on June 24 for
anSIR of electoral rolls for the en-
tire country, starting with Bihar as
Assembly elections were due in
the state.

For the second phase of SIR,
the enumeration period will start
on November 4, with 5.33 lakh
booth level officers (BLOs) con-
ducting house-to-house visits to
have enumeration forms filled.
The draft roll, which will be pub-
lished on December 9, willinclude
all those whose forms have been
received, the EC said.

When asked why Assam,
where Assembly elections are due
in 2026, had been left out for now,
Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar said the
Citizenship Act had separate pro-
visions for Assam and the
Supreme  Court-monitored
National Register of Citizens
process in the state was about to
be completed. He said the elec-
toral roll revision for Assamwould
be ordered separately.

ECofficials said the states were
chosen based on the level of
preparation, which was assessed
during a two-day conference of
Chief Electoral Officers last week
— apart from the three states and
Puducherry where polls are slated
next year,

Urban areas, like Delhi and
Chandigarh, had lower levels of
matching electors tothe previous
intensive revision rolls, likely due
to frequent migration, they said.
Factors like ongoing local body
elections and weather conditions
innorthern states were alsotaken
into account.

The draft list would be pub-
lished on December 9 this year
and the final electoral roll on
February 7, 2026. Electors will be
matched to the last intensive re-
vision rolls of 2002-2005, and
those who cannot trace them-
selvesor their parents or relatives
on that list will be issued notices
and required to submit docu-

ments toestablish their eligibility
afresh.

The BLOs have been tasked
with helping electors trace their
details on the previous rolls, but
electors canalso do so themselves
on the EC's voters’ portal.
According to EC sources, a sub-
stantial number of electors in the
12 states and UTs have been
matched with the last intensive
revision roll.

Explaining the need for anSIR
now, the CEC said: “For the past
few decades, almost all political
parties have continuously com-
plained about the impurity of the
electoral roll.”

He said an SIR had been con-
ducted eight times from 1951 to
2004 Inthetime since the lastin-
tensive revision, he said, there had
been many changes to the elec-
toral roll due to frequent migra-
tion, voters being registered at
more than one place, dead elec-
tors not being removed and
wrongful inclusion of foreigners,

In instructions issued to the
CEOs of the 12 states and UTs on
Monday, the EC said the Electoral
Registration Officers (EROs) of
Assembly constituencies would
issue notices to all those electors,
after publication of draft roll, who
cannot be linked to the previous
SIR electoral rolls “to ascertain
their eligibility".

Asperthe June 24 SIR order, all
registered electors as on the date

of the order were required to fill
enumeration forms within a
month in order to remain on the
draft roll. All those electors who
were registered after the last in-
tensive revision, which was in
2003 for Bihar, were required to
submit documents to establish
their eligibility, including citizen-
ship.

The Bihar SIR concluded with
the publication of the final elec-
toral roll on September 30, with
the total number of electors
shrinking by six per cent to 7.42
crore, The CEC said there has not
been any appeal against the deci-
sions of Electoral Registration
Officersin Bihar.

The June 24 order of the EC has
been challenged in the Supreme
Court through a batch of petitions
questioning the EC's power to
check citizenship of all registered
electors as well as the process
adopted in Bihar.

Asked about the conduct of
the SIR in West Bengal, where
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
has come out against the move,
terming it an “NRC through the
backdoor”, the CEC said there was
no “impasse” and all constitu-
tional bodies would carry out their
roles.

When asked about the SIR
clashing with the local body elec-
tions due in Kerala, the CEC, a re-
tired Kerala-cadre IAS officer, said
the polls had not been notified yet.

o Bihar effect: Processes tweaked to flag inclusion, papers only in 2nd stage

roll. Incontrast, the enumeration
phase of the nationwide SIR
across 12 states and UTs focuses
on inclusion, not verification.
Enumerators have been tasked
with tracing existing electors
through entries in the last SIR
rolls — their own, or those of
their parents or even relatives. At
this stage, no documents are re-
quired, only basic informationto
establish continuity.

B Building on that shift, the
enumeration form itself has
been redesigned. Two new
columns now allow electors to
trace their link to the last revised
roll under the SIR. This effort to
bring back as many electors as
possible had first been intro-
duced in Bihar, but only belat-
edly, after field officers reported
to the Commission that securing
one of the 11 prescribed docu-
ments for voters registered after
2003 was proving onerous.

In response, the EC tweaked
its approach, directing officers
during the claims-and-objec-
tions phase to trace as many vot-
ers as possible back to the 2003
rolls (even indirectly, by estab-
lishing a link through a parent or
relative) to reduce the number

required to furnish proof of eli-
gibility. That feedback-driven ad-
Justment has now been built into
the enumeration phase itself.
W The recalibration goes a
step further this time. While
tracing a link to the last inten-
sively revised electoral roll, the
Commission has now allowed
existing electors to connect their
names to the roll of any state’s
last intensive revision and not
just the one where they cur-
rently reside. Booth Level
Officers will now get access to
the previous intensive revision
rolls of all states, as opposed to
the BLOs in Bihar who could only
search within their state’s roll.
During the Bihar SIR, electors
could submit extracts only from
Bihar's 2003 revision rolls. In
other words, a migrant worker
from West Bengal who is now
registered as a voter in Chennai
can continue to remain enrolled
inTamil Naduif he can show that
his name —or thatof a parent or
relative — appeared in West
Bengal's 2002 electoral roll. Since
the last intensive revision there
was in 2002, anyone listed on
that roll will be presumed eligi-
ble to remain on the roll of an-

other state where they now live,

 Submission of documents
will now be required only for
those whodid not feature in any
(state's) electoral roll during the
last SIR exercise, unlike in Bihar,
where most voters registered af-
ter 2003 were asked to submit
documents. In the second stage
of the nation-wide SIR, which is
the claims-and-objections
phase, notices to prove eligibil-
ity will be issued to all such vot-
ers. Earlier, these notices went
only tothose whose inclusionin
the draft roll had been chal-
lenged, or to electors registered
after 2003 who could not pro-
duce any of the 11 mandated
documents. This time, a much
larger set of notices will go out,
and the question of their inclu-
sion, based on their ability to fur-
nish documents, will be decided
during the hearings.

® The Commission’s tone,
too, on citizenship checks has
softened. From its earlier refrain
asserting the ECs right to verify
citizenship as part of determin-
ing eligibility, Monday's an-
nouncement marked a clear
shift — citizenship remains an el-
igibility criterion, but was no

longer invoked as a central test,
Aadhaar, included as the 12th
document after the Supreme
Court’sintervention in the Bihar
SIR, remains on the list for the 12
states and UTs.

B New applicants, including
those who have just turned 18
years, can submit their Form 6,
which is the EC's electoral regis-
tration form, along with the SIR
declaration form inthe enumer-
ation phase. In Bihar, the new
electors’ forms were only
processed during the claims and
objections period, which was af-
ter the one-month enumeration
period.

WFinally, unlike the Bihar ex-
ercise, which appeared to have
taken both political parties and
even the election machinery by
surprise, the second phase will
begin with meetings between
Chief Electoral Officers (CEOs)
and political parties in each state.
Election officials have been di-
rected to explain the process in
detail and involve parties as
stakeholders from the outset,
which is a marked departure
from the limited consultation
and short notice that charac-
terised the Bihar drive.

16



ASSEMBLY POLLS IN 4 OF 12 NEXT YEAR

12 states & UTs, Sl cr
voters: After Bihar, SIR

next rou_nd from Nov 4

Assam excluded
for now; EC asks
voters to submit
forms by Dec 4

CEC Gyanesh Kumar with
ECs Sukhbir Singh Sandhu
and Vivek Joshi. Anil Sharma

DAMININATH
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 27

THE ELECTION Commission(EC)
on Monday announced the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls in 12 states and
Union Territories, where all of
the registered 51 crore electors
would have to submit enumer-
ation forms by December 4 to re-
main on the draft roll
All those who cannot be
traced back to the last intensive
revision of rolls in 2002-2005
would be required to submit doc-
uments to establish their eligibil-
ity to remain on the final list.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

BENGAL, TAMIL NADU
PUSH BACK rrce s

9 STATES, 3 UNION TERRITORIES

West Bengal Gujarat

Tamil Nadu Rajasthan
Kerala Slcrore EEY:
Puducherry V%[)E\*}Egg)ﬁt Chhattisgarh
Uttar Pradesh Lakshadweep
Goa Andaman and Nicobar

West Bengal, TN, Kerala and Puducherry Assembly polls due in 2026,
UP, Gujarat, Goa in 2027, Rajasthan, MP and Chhattisgarh in 2028;
Andaman and Nicobar, Lakshadweep do not have Assemblies

DECEMBER 9

~ Poll panel to publish
draft electoral list

_ FEB7,2026

Final electoral rolls
to be published

Bihar effect: Processes
tweaked to flag inclusion,
papers only in 2nd stage

DAMININATH
& RITIKACHOPRA
NEW DELHI.OCTOBER 27

FROM A softening of tone on cit-
1zenship to several proce-
dural changes, the second
phase of the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR)in
12 states and Union
Territories marks many points of
departure from the exercise the
Election Commission had noti-
fied for Bihar on June 24.

[ EXPLAINED

17
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Consider the key ones:

W The first major shift comes
right at the starting line, the enu-
meration phase, whose purpose
and tone are now entirely differ-
ent. In Bihar, this phase had trig-
gered anxiety among ex-
isting electors registered
after 2003, the year the
state’s rolls were last re-
vised intensively, as they
were asked to furnish docu-
ments proving their age and cit-
izenship to stay on the electoral

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2



OFIRST INDIA

28 October 2025
After Bihar, ECI begins nationwide SIR of electoral rolls from today

SIR 2.0 loading!

® SIRPhase 2 in 12 states ~ @ Zero appeal against Bihar = @ Final electoral rolls to be
& UTs to cover 51 crvoters @ survey, stresses poll panel published on Feb 7, 2026

First India Bureau —-— e e e e N N
New Delhi '

The Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) has
announced phase two of
the Special Intensive Re-
vision (SIR) of electoral
rolls. Addressing a press
conference in New Del-
hi, CEC Gyanesh Kumar
said the second phase of : T 5 e \
SIR will be carried outin - m ) o / | At Imats s ina e - R F
12 States and UTs from  CEC Gyanesh Kumar, along with ECs Sukhbir Singh Sandhu and vivek Joshi, during press conference
Tuesday. He further not-  to announce the rollout of the second phase of SIR at Vigyan Bhawan, in New Delhi on Monday.
ed that there were zero

appeal filed against the

‘AADHAAR VALID FOR ID
‘ ‘ ponibossll  BUT NOT CITIZENSHIP' rinting/Training Oct 28 toNov 3, 2025

to provide
4, CEC Gyanesh Kumar . —
Q) caredthatwhie emmISTERRCmI | Aéite 0

the Aadhaar card can  Publication of draft electoral rolls December 9, 2025

necessary
personnel to EC for

preparing electoral o
rolts, conduct of pol. Gocument dutg the SR, Caims andobjecion period Dec, 2025 to Jon 8, 2026
GYANESH KUMAR, i« pronST. i.l_doeshr)ot zrve o Notice phase (hearing and verification) Dec 9, 2025 to Jan 31, 2026
proof of citizenship, date o -
phase 1 of SIR in Bihar. birth, or domicile. " M L
CEC also stated that in
Assam—where elections
are scheduled for 2026— 9 STATES MAJOR HIGHLIGHTS
the revision of electoral © Rajasthan _ © Chhattisgarh ® 9 states and 3 UTs have
rolls will be announced ® UttarPradesh @ Madhya Pradesh Lol gy R
) o ’ ® WestBengal e Gujarat with Uttar Pradesh leading
separately, as the state’s ga - . 1
-itiz iD T ® TamilNadu e Kerala e pack with 403 seais, fol
citizenship rules differ lowed by West Bengal (294),
from those applicable in e Goa : Tamil Nadu (234), Madhya
the rest of the coun- ol Pradesh (230), Rajasthan
try. Tamil Nadu, (200), Gujarat (182), Kerala
West Bengal, Kera- (140), Chhattisgarh (90), Goa
la, Assam and Pu- , (40) and Puducherry (30)
ducherry are @ The second phase of the
scheduled to go to SIR will cover 277 Lok Sabha
polls next year. constituencies, including
Kumar also clarified , Uttar Pradesh (80), West
= g Bengal (42), Tamil Nadu
that “no d_ucu:lwms J T ' d (39), Madhya Pradesh (29),
would be required” dur- \ 3 UTH " Gujarat (26), Rajasthan (25),
ing the enumeration : e Andaman and Kerala (20), Chhattisgarh
phase. The poll body also Nicobar Islands g (11), Goa (2), Andaman and
released a list 12 “indica- ® Lakshadweep ‘4 Nicobar (1), Lakshadweep
tive not exhaustive” doc- ® Puducherry ] (1) and Puducherry (1)

uments for the survey.




NRC case pending in SC, Assam
may see summary rolls revision

» Continued fromP1

hief election commis-
C sioner Gyanesh Kumar
said Supreme Court is
monitoring the matter relat-
ing to ‘citizenship verifica-
tion programme’ — an appar-
ent reference to National Reg-
ister for Citizens exercise
completed in Assam in 2019 —
and it may reach finality soon.
“A separate order shall be is-
sued for Assam,” said Kumar.
Sources said that since
there has to be mandatory
pre-poll roll updation in As-
sam, EC could, intheabsence
of afinal SCorderon NRC, go
for a summary revision.
“This will avoid complica-
tions arising out of conflict
between electoral roll and
NRC,” said an official.
Otherstates/UTscovered
in this phase of SIR an-
nounced on Monday are Ut-
tar Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Goa, Gujarat, Madhya Pra-
desh,Rajasthan, Andaman &
Nicobar and Lakshadweep.
They have been chosen for
having mapped a very high
percentage of their electors
as of Oct 27, with the last SIR
rolland adequately prepping
their machinery with post-
ing/training of BLOs and
training of district magist-
rates and EROs. The last two
on the list are UTs without a
legislature. Maharashtra,
where SC has ordered con-
duct of local polls by Jan 31,
2026, is not on the latest SIR

Citing the receipt of ‘zero ap-
peals’ after publication of final
roll in Bihar, CEC Gyanesh Kumar
said it stands testimony to
perfection with which SIR was
carried out and cooperation
extended by 7.4 crore electors

list, even as Kerala, where lo-
cal polls are being discussed
but are not notified yet, is.

Kumar emphasised that
EC would deliver an error-
free roll in the 12 states/UTs.
“SIR will ensure no eligible
elector is left out and no ineli-
gible elector is included,” he
said. Citing the receipt of ‘ze-
ro appeals’ after publication
of finalroll in Bihar, he said it
stands testimony to perfec-
tion with which SIR was car-
ried out and cooperation ex-
tended by nearly 7.4croreelec-
tors.

Unlike Bihar, the pan-In-
dia SIR will not require resi-
dents to submit any docu-
ments during enumeration
phase. Also, a separate box
has been added to enrolment
forms to record one’s own or

parents’/relatives’ details
from the last SIR in 2002/2003/
2004. “Ones not linked to the
last SIR roll will be issued a
notice to prove their eligibili-
ty with one of the ‘indicative’
documents,” said Kumar.

On pressure that BLOs
may face in states opposing
SIR, EC said it is confident
that all states/UTs will dis-
charge their constitutional
duty under Article 326 by
placing their personnel at its
disposal for SIR, and main-
taining law and order. On
transfers of officers in states
like West Bengal after an-
nouncement of SIR, a senior
EC functionary said it sig-
nals that these states are
ready for theexercisedespite
threatening tonot allow it.

Sources said nearly 70-
80% voters in the 12 states/
UTs may find a link to the last
SIR roll as thanks to digitisa-
tion, an elector in one state/
UT can locate their parents’
name in any other state/UT
roll from the last SIR. The
CEC said an elector is re-
quired by law to sign and sub-
mit only one enumeration
form.

The ‘indicative’ list of
documents accepted as
proof remains the sameasin
Bihar. Aadhaar will be ac-
cepted only as proof of iden-
tity. “If during the hearing, a
person offers an alternative
document, it will be consid-
ered by the ERO,” the CEC
said.



SIR sparks political firestorm:
Oppn sees plot to delete voters

BJP Welcomes It As Essential To Purglng Poll Rolls Of ‘lllegals’

Rohit.Khanna
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: EC’s decision to
launch a special intensive re-
vision (SIR) of electoral rolls
from Nov triggered sharp po-
litical reactions across states,
with Bengal’'s Trinamool
Congress and Tamil Nadu's
DMK alleging a “BJP-backed
plot” to delete legitimate vot-
ers, while the saffron party
hailed it as a “cleansing exer-
cise to weed out illegal ones”.

TMC would “democrat-
ically protest” any attempt to
strike out genuine voters, par-
ty spokesperson Kunal Ghosh
said Monday. “We have no
problem with electoral roll re-
vision, but if anyone tries to
delete the name of any eligi-
ble voter at BJP’s behest, we
will protest democratically,”
he said, urging people not to
fall into “BJP’s trap”.

Bengal minister for wom-
en and child development
Shashi Panja called the revi-
sion “unnecessary and hur-
ried”. “If 2024 voter list was
correct, why change now?
SIR is nothing but a back-
door entry for NRC,” she

Oppositon parties said that any attempt to strike out genuine voters
from electoral polls will be opposed

said, adding that “whenever
we ask a question to EC, it's
BJP thatreplies”.

Bengal BJP welcomed the
exercise as essential to purg-
ing electoral lists of “illegal
voters”. State opposition lead-
er Suvendu Adhikari said,
“No illegal voters will be
spared. Legitimate voters
have nothing to fear. But infil-
trators who form TMC'’s vote
bank will be weeded out.”
State BJP chief Samik Bhat-
tacharya added, “If anyone
tries to stall the process, cus-
todians of the Constitution
will take care of it. CM (Ma-
mata Banerjee) herself had

20

flagged illegal immigration
in Parliament in 2004. EC is
only cleansing the rolls. Our
aim is to detect and delete —
deportation will comelater.”
Bengal Congress presi-
dent Subhankar Sarkar
called the SIR rollout “faulty”
and “imposed without con-
sultation”. “We presented a
detailed memorandum to EC
based on our experience with
SIR in Bihar, but they did not
accept any proposal. The
timing too is insensitive,
coming amid Chhath and Ja-
gaddhatriPuja,” he said.
CPM Bengal secretary M
Salim said, “If a single genu-

ine voter’s name is deleted,
we will oppose. Amit Shah
himself said ‘detect, delete
and deport’. Our workers
will stay vigilant.”

In Chennai, CM MK Sta-
lin held an emergency meet-
ing with DMK allies soon af-
ter EC’s announcement and
called for an all-party meet-
ing on Nov 2 to devise a joint
response. “Right to vote is
the foundation of democra-
cy. Tamil Nadu will fight
against any attempt to mur-
der it—and Tamil Nadu will
win,” Stalin wrote on X. He
termed the revision “a con-
spiracy by EC to rob citizens
of theirrightsand help BJP”
citing Bihar experience
where, he alleged, “large
numbers of women, minori-
ties and SC/ST voters were
removed fromrolls”.

Gujarat Congress presi-
dent Amit Chavda pledged to
resist “wrongful deletion of
names”. “Questions have
been raised about independ-
enceof EC. Congresswillnot
allow deletion of even a sin-
gle genuine voter,” he said.

(Inputsfrom Chennai
& Gandhinagar)



EC’s intention &
credibility under
cloud: Cong

New Delhi: Soon after EC an-
nounced on Monday holding
SIR of electoral rolls in 12
states, Congress questioned
the exercise, and said the poll
body’s intentions and credibil-
ity are under suspicion as nei-
ther the voters nor opposition
are satisfied with it.

In a video
postedon X, Co-
ngressmedia &
publicity head
Pawan Khera
said, “We have
not yet re-
ceived answers to the ques-
tions related to SIR conducted
in Bihar. The situation was
such that SC had to step in sev-
eral times to rectify the SIR in
Bihar.

“Intentions of EC and BJP,
which has made EC its puppet,
regarding Bihar’s SIR have al-
ready come to light before the
entire country. Whenever SIR
happens, EC staff go to every
house, add new voters, and de-
lete those who need to be delet-
ed. But not even a singe voter
wasadded in Bihar, whereas 65
lakh voters were deleted, whi-
ch raises questions,” Khera
said. Now EC is repeating this
in12 states, he added. pTi
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